PLUS TIPS FOR A PICTURE PERFECT WEDDING DAY

WELCOME
So you’ve started planning your big day! This is going to
be one of the most special and exciting days of your life,
one that you’re going to want to remember forever.
While there are many different aspects to think about as
you plan your wedding, once everything starts coming
together, all the time and effort you put in will be well
worth it.

Choosing the right photographer is going to be one of
the biggest decisions you’ll make while planning your
wedding. Your photographer will be capturing one of
the most important and intimate days of your life,
ensuring that you can look back on every beautiful
moment years from now.

In this guide, I will take you through some of the most
important areas to focus on to have your wedding run
as smoothly as possible and successfully capture the
most special parts of your day.

hi - i'm steve
about me

WHO AM I?
I’m a documentary wedding photographer based in Stevenage. In essence, I document
the story of your day and of what I see in the most sincere way.

WHAT IS MY STYLE?
I love an amazing natural and relaxed image compared to an awkward or stiff forced
pose. My style is to evoke emotion with interactive cues that encourage couples to be
genuinely themselves. I’m really down to earth, and I guarantee that if you’re looking
for a fun photographer you can enjoy your day with, then search no more.

HOW DO I WORK?
I shoot quietly (like a ninja!) from a distance that allows me to shoot the wedding from a
guest's perspective. I don’t arrange your guests or change your plans. My role in your
wedding is as an observer. I don’t follow trends or mimic styles. I work very quickly and
ensure you get to spend the most amount of time as possible with your family and
friends, rather than standing around for photos.

WHY I TAKE PHOTOS
I believe that the strongest characteristic of a good photographer is their ability to
connect. A good photographer will always connect with their subject result in a photo
that connects people to the captured moment. These connections are what makes a
good photo a great one and are what I live for. You’ll find my enthusiasm is evident in
the quality of the photos I take. I also believe that the best photos, the moments you
hire me to capture, are created when they’re sincere.

FUN FACTS ABOUT ME
• I always BBQ every Boxing Day whatever the weather
• I can hustle you in a game of pool
• I love crime TV series’ such as Criminal Minds, Bones, Medium and Line of Duty
• I am a huge Harry Potter & Twilight fan
• I love laughing at fail compilations on YouTube
• I sing, play the guitar and keyboard, and love 60’s music
• I don’t eat fruit!
• I prefer a t-shirt and shorts when I'm editing
• I can’t pronounce “Worcestershire Sauce.”
• My kids are trained to shout "I am Uhtred, son of Uhtred", and they still don't
understand why

THINGS I LOVE
Pain au Chocolat, Chicken Pathia, Pasta Bake, Toasted Cheese Sandwiches, Jacket
Potatoes (with a layer of cheese – followed by beans – then another layer of cheese),
Travelling, Homemade Pizza, Long Summer Evenings, Single Malt Whiskey, Live Music,
Formula1, Mini-Cheeses (I will destroy a whole selection in one sitting), Hoovering
(something strangely therapeutic about it), Frankie Valli & The 4 Seasons, Bon Jovi,
Queen, Santana.

FINDING
THE
RIGHT
PHOTOGRAPHER
FOR
YOU
STYLE
The first thing you want to determine before looking for a photographer is the
photography style you like the best. Do you want posed shots? Formal? Traditional? Or
Spontaneous and candid? Do prefer bold, bright images? Or a light, soft look? Or
maybe dark, moody pictures? Knowing the types of images you want from your wedding
day will help you narrow down your selection and make it easier to find a photographer
specialising in the style you love.

RESEARCH
Once you have a list of potential photographers, look for them on social media, visit their
website and read over any reviews past couples have left. This is the easiest and fastest
way to begin cutting down your list and see if they are the type of photographer you may
be interested in working with.

NARROW DOWN YOUR LIST
Now you have your list of potential photographers; you will want to reach out to them.
While budget is a factor, don't focus too much on the price to begin with. Your first
contact is to see if they are available for your wedding date and provide you with
additional information. The way a photographer responds to your initial contact can
also tell how professional they are. These responses can be a good way to judge if that
photographer is someone you will want to trust shooting your most important day.

MEET WITH YOUR TOP PICKS
Meeting with your photographer either in-person or over Zoom before you make
your final decision can save you a lot of stress and headaches later on down the
road. By having a chat with them, you can better understand what it will be like to
work with them and get a good sense of their personality. This is also an ideal
time to view their previous work's full portfolios and see examples of their
products. It is an important step in making your final decision. Many couples skip
over this because they do not realise how beneficial it can be to meet the
photographer they will be working with.

PERSONALITY
One of the main things you will want to consider is how well you and your
photographer will work together. Be sure to consider personality because you will
be spending most of your wedding day with your photographer, more time than
most couples realise, so you want to make sure that your personalities mesh well.

COMPARE
Make a pros and cons list of each of your top picks. There are some things you will
want to take into consideration, such as:
Packages - What is included in their packages or do you create your own
package? How long will they be at the wedding? What products, prints, or
albums are included?
Post Production - How long will you need to wait to see the photos? How many
images will you get? How many of these images will be retouched?

MAKE YOUR FINAL DECISION
After you’ve reviewed your pros and cons, trust your gut feelings. Choose the
photographer that you believe will not only be able to capture your big day in a
way you will want to remember for years to come but also one you will want to
share your big day with.

PREPARING
FOR
GETTING
READY
PHOTOS
Every bride wants to remember the exciting moments leading up to her walk down the
aisle, the moments spent with her bridesmaids, getting her hair done, and putting her
dress on. Some of the most beautiful getting ready shots happen spontaneously, but
there is an element of planning that goes into them. Here are a few tips to help you
prepare and make it as easy as possible for your wedding photographer to capture the
best possible shots of you getting ready:

KEEP IT TIDY
A cluttered background can change a photo completely. To prevent this from
happening, try and keep the room as tidy as possible. This means keeping any surfaces
as clean as possible, putting extra clothes in the closet and hiding suitcases under beds.
It also helps if there aren’t too many people in the room while you’re getting ready so
that your photographer has enough space to work.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT ROOM
You’ll be spending a good few hours getting ready in one particular room, and it will also
form the backdrop of all your getting ready photos, so choose wisely. If possible, choose
a room with a little extra space so that everyone has room to breathe and relax. A room
with lots of natural light also makes for much better photos, so open up the windows
and curtains. If the room you will be getting ready in isn’t ideal, let your photographer
know. Consider putting on your finishing touches in another location, where the lighting
is more ideal.

HAVE YOUR DETAILS READY
Keeping all of your details together in one place will make things easier for your
photographer on the day and help you feel more relaxed. Your details include all of the
smaller things such as your perfume, shoes, garter, jewellery, and the special hanger you’ll
be hanging your dress on. It’s also a good idea to take your dress out of the bag and hang
it up a few hours before you start getting ready so that your dress can breathe and any
wrinkles can be steamed out.

HELP YOUR GROOM OUT
Even though the groom’s getting ready process isn’t nearly as detailed as the bride’s, there
are a few things that he can focus on while getting ready. Before the photographer
arrives, ensure that the groomsmen are fully dressed and that the groom is dressed in his
trousers and shirt. His shirt shouldn’t be buttoned so that the photographer can capture
him buttoning his shirt, straightening his tie and putting on his cuff links. After that, your
photographer will shoot some portraits of the groom and his party. Your husband-to-be
shouldn’t keep anything in his pockets such as a mobile phone, which can affect the
photos' look.
The key to getting the best getting ready shots is planning, and once the moment comes,
relax, have fun, and focus on the wonderful day ahead.

THE
BENEFITS
OF
AN
UNPLUGGED
WEDDING
When you hire a professional wedding photographer, you can be sure that they’ve had
to work around all kinds of conditions to get the perfect shot, the weather being one of
them. One issue that many photographers have a hard time working around, however, is
guests who get in the way of the perfect shot because they’re trying to take a photo of
their own with their mobile phone. If you value your wedding photography, opting for an
unplugged wedding and asking your guests to put their phones and cameras away for
the day or at least during specific times such as the ceremony is something you may
want to consider doing.

WHY YOU SHOULD CONSIDER AN UNPLUGGED WEDDING
After all, your guests should be there to celebrate with you and have fun, not be on their
phones, trying to snap shots of the couple and the venue.
Cameras and mobile phones can hinder your wedding photographer if several flashes
are firing off at once during an important, once-in-a-lifetime shot. You don’t want to be
left with blown-out images and harsh shadows that are very difficult to correct during
the editing process. Keep in mind that you’ve hired your photographer for a certain
number of hours. When family and friends are all trying to capture the same photo, it
means that your photographer has less time to professionally capture the most
important images and portraits of the day.

Another common issue is that many churches will only allow your photographer to stand
in a specific area such as the aisle. When guests are all trying to take their own photos of
the bride walking down the aisle or the first kiss, it limits what your photographer can
capture. There is no way to truly reenact these special moments once they’re over.
Having an unplugged wedding doesn’t mean that your guests can’t take their own
photos to remember your day, it simply means that your guests should be mindful of
leaving the photos to the professionals during the most important parts of the day such
as the ceremony and your first dance so that you have beautiful, professional photos
that you can cherish for many years to come.

WHY
EVERY
COUPLE
SHOULD
CONSIDER
AN
ENGAGEMENT
SHOOT

GET USED TO THE CAMERA
Unless you’re a professional model, it’s easy to become nervous in front of the
camera. Chances are, along with all the other butterflies, stress and nerves you’re
feeling on the big day, that the camera will likely add to these. You may be worried
about how to stand, where to put your hands, and how to pose. Engagement
sessions are fantastic ice-breakers for you with the camera. You’ll get used to
being photographed, and get a preview of how you look in the photos before the
wedding.

YOU'LL GET TO KNOW YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER
You’ll get to know your wedding photographer. You’re going to be with this person
all day on the day of your wedding, so you want to feel comfortable around them.
You’ll talk, exchange stories, and some laughs— you’ll connect. Your photographer
will also be able to understand your personalities and how you interact with each
other. This helps photographers guide you and your partner and helps them know
how to capture you both better beautifully. These small details make a HUGE
difference.

PRE-WEDDING MATERIAL
You can use your engagement shoot pictures for save-the-date cards, printed
frames for grandparents and parents or wedding invitations— the options are
unlimited. This is why you should book your engagement session months before
your wedding, like six months or more! So that you have those pictures ready to
use.

COMBINE IT WITH A HAIR & MAKEUP TRIAL
If you’ve hired an HMUA (Hair & Makeup artist), you’ll most likely have a trial run
with them for your hair and makeup. So why not combine the day of your
engagement shoot and your HMUA trial? This way, you can take advantage of your
hair and makeup applied by a professional for some gorgeous pictures.

WHY
YOU
SHOULD
USE
A
WEDDING
CO-ORDINATOR
Your wedding day is going to be one of the most incredible days of your life. It’s all about
you and your partner joining together and spending this special day with those closest to
you.
While your wedding photographer will be able to help you with the timing of your day as
it pertains to photography and guide you on the best time to take your photos, they won’t
be able to help you with any wedding planning or coordination. Your photographer will
be there to tell you how much time you need to for getting ready photos and how much
time is needed for family shots, but they won't be able to make sure that your tables have
the right flowers, which is where a wedding coordinator comes in.
Not only will a wedding coordinator ensure that your day runs smoothly but they’re there
also to make sure that your wedding photographer has everything they need to do the
best job possible.

DO YOU
NEED
A
WEDDING
ALBUM
There are many expenses to consider when planning your wedding day, photography
being one of your larger expenses. However, the reality is that out of everything you’ll
be spending money on, how many of them will you still be able to look back on and use
years from now? Your photos are the only item. Your wedding photography and album
are the best investments you can make as you plan your big day.
There’s nothing quite like being able to hold and page through a beautiful wedding
album physically. Looking through your wedding photos instantly transports you back
to that day, whether it’s a week after the wedding or 20 years later when you’re telling
your children all about your perfect day. Your wedding album is a physical
representation of one of the most important days of your life and an heirloom that you
can pass down through your family.
Many brides are tempted to put their own wedding album together after the wedding,
but most of them never complete the task. Remember, your photographer shoots your
wedding with your album in mind, so they are the best person to turn to when it comes
to layouts, album types, and customizations. Sending your DIY album to a consumer lab
won’t do. It means losing the quality of your album and your photos. And after all,
you’ve invested in the photography services on your wedding day, so it makes sense
that you should carry it through with a beautiful custom wedding album.

photography
collections
I find it best to have a brief phone call or Zoom to understand
how I can serve you best, work out your likes and dislikes when it
comes to wedding photography, and see if we're a good fit for
each other. I can often offer a fantastic deal which is not
published here or on my website.
FULL DAY PHOTOGRAPHY: £1400
Coverage starts from the bridal preparations and ends at
midnight. Your photos will be edited and uploaded to a private
online gallery with unlimited free digital downloads, full rights to
print, and an option to purchase prints should you wish.
INTIMATE ELOPEMENTS: FROM £650
A half-day or a shorter duration of coverage is available Monday
to Thursday. Your images will be delivered via a private gallery.
CEREMONY ONLY: £POA
Suitable for weddings which are taking place during Government
restrictions.

videography
collections
VIDEOGRAPHY: £1200
Coverage starts from the bridal preparations and ends shortly
after your first dance. This includes a highlights video and full
feature film, including speeches.
2 VIDEOGRAPHERS + DRONE VIDEOGRAPHY: £2000
Includes an additional videographer who is also our licenced
CAA drone pilot. Filmed in a cinematic style and includes a social
media teaser plus cinematic style feature film.

add-ons
PHOTOBOOTHS, SELFIE PODS & MAGIC MIRRORS:
Please check out the website for the latest available options.
PRINTED WEDDING ALBUMS 12" X 10": FROM £420
A range of finishes and designs are available, including smaller
parent wedding albums. Please contact us for details.

SHOULD
YOU
HIRE
A
P R O?
Many couples decide to hire a friend or family
member to capture their wedding, and while
this may help with costs, it can end up being
one of their biggest regrets.

Your friends and family naturally have the best
intentions

when

offering

to

shoot

your

wedding but having the latest camera is not
enough to take amazing photos. Wedding
photographers have the experience, creativity,
and technical expertise, which takes years to
build up.

If you’re considering hiring a non-professional
photographer, these are some the risks that
you should be aware of:

A LACK OF SKILL
Photographers spend years mastering different types of shots, making the best use
of lighting, and operating a professional camera correctly. When you hire a nonprofessional photographer, their lack of skills might end up ruining some of the
most important shots of your day. For example, taking a photo of your first kiss
might mean knowing how to shoot in a dimly lit church or outside in direct sunlight.
Will they know how to capture various shots in any environment? Anyone can take
nice pictures at a wedding, but you can very clearly see when a photo has been
taken by a professional versus when an amateur has taken it.

MISSING IMPORTANT MOMENTS
A professional wedding photographer knows when to be ready to capture those
important moments throughout the day. When you hire a friend or family member
to shoot your wedding, there is a good chance that they’ll miss out on some
important and memorable shots. Firstly, they don’t have experience shooting
weddings, and secondly, they’re also there to socialise and enjoy the day. While it’s
not ideal to imagine that someone close to you wouldn’t show up on the day, it’s
important to note that they’re not running a business, so they don’t have any
contract in place guaranteeing that they have to show up.

A LACK OF EQUIPMENT
Photography is not a hobby that many people can afford. Photographers need a
reasonable amount of money to get started, with many professional photographers
renting their equipment for years before they can afford to buy their own. The right
equipment makes a huge difference in your wedding photos' quality and allows
your photographer to get creative. Even though a non-professional photographer
might have an amazing camera, they probably don’t have any extra or backup
equipment. Camera malfunctions happen all the time. Will they be prepared?
Professional photographers always have backups in should any technical issues
arise. Also, will your friend or a family member have the means to edit and print
your images after the wedding? Simply put, there is a lot more to photography than
pointing and shooting.
While the idea of asking someone close to you to shoot your wedding might sound
appealing, it does come with many risks. This is one of the most important days of
your life, so make sure that you’re hiring someone who can capture beautiful photos
that you can proudly look back on years from now.

Herts Wedding Photography
steve@hertsphotography.co.uk
0800 852 7741
www.hertsphotography.co.uk

